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Application: 16/00395/FUL Township: Rochdale Ward: Norden

Appeal reference: APP/P4225/D/17/3139737

Site Address: Land at Scout Moor and New Edenfield, Rossendale

Applicant: The Scout Moor Wind Farm Expansion Ltd Agent: Turleys
Proposal: Construction and operation of 16 wind turbines (2 in Rochdale) with a 
maximum height to the tip of the blade of 115 metres (above ground level) for a 
temporary period of 25 years together with: 

 The installation of associated ancillary infrastructure
 The installation of an anemometer mast of a maximum 60m height
 Retention of necessary elements of ancillary infrastructure associated with the 

existing Scout Moor Wind Farm
 A scheme of moorland restoration and management (MRMP)
 Erection of boundary treatments and pen in association with creation of a 

permissive bridleway
 Formation of paths for pedestrians and horse-riders to link with access tracks and 

existing Rights of Way
Decision level: Committee 
Secretary of State Decision: Application A  (Rossendale) Refused
                                                 Application B (Rochdale) Granted 13/02/2018

 Application A refers to the 14no. turbines proposed to be located in Rossendale 
and Application B refers to the 2no. proposed in Rochdale. The respective 
applications are referred to as Application A (Rossendale) and Application B 
(Rochdale) to assist members. 

 Rochdale Council resolved to grant planning permission for the development 
proposed by Application B (Rochdale) in September 2015. Rossendale Council 
also resolved to grant planning permission for the development proposed by 
Application A (Rossendale). 

 Following the resolutions, the Secretary of State issued a holding direction 
preventing the Councils from issuing decisions on the applications until he had 
considered whether to recover the applications for his determination. 

 On 30th November 2015, the Secretary of State decided to call-in these 
applications and directed that the applications be referred to him instead of being 
dealt with by the Local Planning Authorities. An Inspector was appointed to hold a 
public inquiry in October 2016. 

 In May 2017 the Secretary of State decided to refuse planning permission to 



Application A (Rossendale) and was minded to grant planning permission to 
Application B (Rochdale), subject to receipt of revised planning conditions that 
comply with the relevant legal and policy tests. 

 Members will recall that a comprehensive summary of the Secretary of State’s 
decision was reported to Planning and Licensing Committee in August 2017.

 The Secretary of State has now considered the revised planning conditions and 
on the 13th February 2018 issued a decision to approve Planning Permission for 
the two turbines in Rochdale. This decision is accompanied by 36 conditions and 
there is a six week period from this date within which the decision could be legally 
challenged. 


